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 Findspot, museum  Material, context   Sponsor    Lab no.   Date BP  Date cal BC  
  associations    at 1 and 2
 Embo, Sutherland  Unburnt human bone (child, L femur, HS UB-6877 4633±35 3500–3360
 (sample 2) NMS unreg individual ‘l’) from S chamber, upper layer    3520–3350
 Embo, Sutherland 
 (sample 3) NMS unreg Unburnt human bone (adult L calcaneum)   HS UB-6878 4433±36 3320–2940 
  from S chamber, lower layer. (Listed under    3330–2920
  ‘other adult bones’ in Inkster, p. 30)
 Embo, Sutherland  Unburnt human bone (adult R talus) from HS UB-6879 4645±35 3500–3360
 (sample 4) NMS unreg S chamber, lower layer. (Listed under     3520–3350
  ‘other adult bones’ in Inkster p. 29)
 Clachaig, Arran,  Unburnt human bone (cranium) from HS UB-6898 4708±37 3630–3370
 N. Ayrshire (sample D2) Clyde cairn    3640–3370
 Hunterian A.1912.21/4 
 Clachaig, Arran,  Unburnt human bone (cranium) from HS UB-6897 3949±363 2570–2340
 N. Ayrshire (sample C) Clyde cairn    2570–2300
 Hunterian A.1912.21/3
Note: A further two samples (from Unstan (UB-6895–6)), submitted as part of this project, failed to yield collagen.
Comments 1. For key to lettered individuals, see RG Inkster’s report on the Embo human bones, published in PSAS 96 (1963–4). S chamber = 
Chamber I; N chamber = Chamber II. 2. See DES 5, 167, for two other dates from two other individuals from Clachaig. 3. This is the result of a 
second attempt to date this sample. On ﬁrst attempt, insufﬁcient collagen was obtained. On second attempt, 1.29% collagen was obtained: just enough 
to obtain a date. (For Clachaig D, the yield was 7.69%).
 Findspot, museum  Material, context   Sponsor    Lab no.   Date BP  Date cal BC  
  associations    at 1 and 2
 Rattar East, Caithness Unburnt human bone (mandible)  HS UB-7010 4695±35 3620–3370
 (sample 1) NMS unreg from suspected Orkney-Cromarty     3630–3360
  passage tomb
 Rattar East, Caithness Unburnt human bone (mandible) from  HS UB-7011 4427±35 3270–2930
 (sample 2) NMS unreg suspected Orkney-Cromarty passage tomb    3330–2920
 Embo, Sutherland 1 Unburnt human bone (adult? male R femur  HS UB-6876 4023±32 2575–2485
 (sample 1) NMS unreg midshaft) from Orkney-Cromarty passage     2620–2470
  tomb: from ﬂoor of N chamber.  Bone 
  previously mis-identiﬁed as tibia. Not 
  mentioned in published Inkster report but 
  is listed (as resembling shaft of a tibia) in 
  typescript Inkster report
Withdrawn OxA- dates where re-sampling of the original material is required:
 Findspot, submitter  Bone type  Lab no.    Date BP   Comments 
   OxA-
 A1 Dualling, Dunbar (Cressey) Human 9378 1850±45 
 Knap of Howar (Ritchie) Pig 9760 4750±50 Material in NMS
 Holm of Papa Westray North (Ritchie) Sheep/goat 9833 4585±40 Material in NMS
  Otter 9871 4680±50 Material in NMS
  Red deer 9872 3855±45 Material in NMS
 Cille Bhrea, Lemlair (Rees) Human 9882 220±35 
  Human 9883 149±38 
  Human  9884 235±36 
  Human 9885 226±37 
  Human 9887 250±35 
  Human 10010 1230±45
 Stones of Stenness (Ritchie) Cattle 9904 4360±40 Material in NMS
 Coast Road, Longniddry (Baker) Human 10088 3152±39 Material in NMS
 Galson (Neighbour) Human 10165 1848±36 Material in NMS
  Human 10166 1858±34 Material in NMS
 Sand (Hardy) Mammal 10384 7855±60 
 Barnhill (Sheridan) Human 11025 3607±39 Material in NMS
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Alison Sheridan, with contribution by Rick Schulting (on QUB/NMS Project results) and by Jo Wright (on Baliscate)
The main focus of activity was the collation and submission of samples for Professor Mike Parker Pearson’s Beaker People Project, 
the results of which are presented separately (see Sheridan et al this volume). Other dates obtained during 2005/6 relate to pre-
existing NMS C14 dating programmes, including the Queen’s University Belfast/NMS Project on Scottish chamber tombs (whose 
results will be discussed by Schulting and Sheridan in a future article) and the Dating Cremated Bones Project. 
The dates cited here were all AMS determinations and have been calibrated using OxCal v.3.10; 13C values are not cited, but there 
were no cases where the relevant value indicated a signiﬁcant marine element in the individual’s diet (and where a special calibration 
would have had to be carried out). The results at 1 probability level are given in bold. Further details about individual ﬁndspots can 
be found using Canmore.
Results from the QUB/NMS Project on Scottish chamber tombs (sponsor during 2005/6: Historic Scotland)
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 Findspot, museum  Material, context   Sponsor    Lab no.   Date BP  Calibrated date   
 associations     at 1 and 2
      (all cal BC 
      except Sebay
      and Baliscate)
 Knowes of Trotty,   Bone apatite from a piece of cremated HS GrA- 3625±35 2035–1935
 Orkney (c/o excavator) human bone  from cist in barrow 1   32127  2130–1890
  (associated with gold and amber artefacts)1 
 Easter Essendy, Perth &  Bone apatite from a piece of cremated NMS GrA- 3710±35 2190–2030
 Kinross (individual I) human bone found in a cist; associated  32131  2210–1970
 NMS, unreg with spacer plate necklace almost certainly 
  of jet, plus a Food Vessel with 3 lugs. 
  Individual identiﬁed as adult, sex 
  indeterminate.
 Easter Essendy, Perth &  Bone apatite from a piece of cremated NMS GrA- 3630±35 2035–1935
 Kinross (individual II) human bone found in a cist; the deposit  32133  2130–1890  
 NMS, unreg of which this formed a part was found at 
  the opposite end of the cist from 
  individual I, and was believed to have been 
  buried at the same time as Individual I.  
  Individual identiﬁed as adult, sex 
  indeterminate.
 Sebay, Orkney Sample of bovid (possibly calf) hair, unburnt, NMS GrA- 1870±40 cal AD 80–220
 Orkney Museums probably from bag used to contain cremated   30980  cal AD 50–240
  human remains inside steatite urn2
Results from the NMS Dating Cremated Bones project and other Scottish material dated for NMS (or whose 
dating was organised by NMS)
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Results from the NMS Dating Cremated Bones project and other Scottish material dated for NMS (or whose 
dating was organised by NMS)
 Findspot, museum  Material, context   Sponsor    Lab no.   Date BP  Calibrated date   
 associations     at 1 and 2
      (all cal BC 
      except Sebay
      and Baliscate)
 Baliscate, Mull Charcoal (species to be conﬁrmed)  Mull SUERC- 1180±35 cal AD 770–890
 c/o excavator associated with cremated bone (too small   Museum, 11988  cal AD 720–970
  an amount to be dated directly), found in   NMS, (GU-
  scoop immediately to W of packing for    J. Wright 14527)
  orthostatin stone row (see DES 5, 32) 3  
  cal AD 770–890 
Comments:  1. This is a re-date; an initial date, from another bone from the same individual, produced an anomalous date (GrA-29961, 3985±40 
BP). 2. Cf. the ﬁrst millennium AD date for the steatite urn from near Stromness, as published in DES 5, 176 (where the ﬁndspot is wrongly given as 
‘near Stenness’). 3. This date suggests that the deposit was probably made long after the stone row had been erected.
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SCOTTISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS ALLOCATION PANEL: 
2006 ALLOCATIONS
 
Stuart Campbell
The following is a summary checklist of material recently claimed by the Crown and allocated to the museums or museum services 
indicated. The list comprises material dealt with by the Panel at its meetings of March, June and October 2006.  
* = case allocated to NMS as the sole bidder with no local bid
** = case allocated to NMS in the absence of any bids at all
 Findspot Allocation TT. no
ABERDEENSHIRE  
Two perforated stone discs Culsalmond Marischal 59/05 
Neolithic polished ﬂint axehead Banchory-Devenick Marischal 60/05 
Medieval excavation assemblage Banff Aberdeen 79/05
  Heritage  
BA excavation assemblage St Fergus- Marischal 87/05
 Aberdeen pipeline   
BA excavation assemblage Kintore Golf Club Marischal 90/05
Six medieval/later ﬁnds Rattray Aberdeen 108/05
  City
Prehistoric excavation assemblages Tomnaverie, Marischal 116/05
 Cothiemuir Wood
Cup and ring marked stone Benholm Marischal 44/06
Neolithic excavation assemblage Rathen Marischal 53/06 
ANGUS
Medieval bronze clasp Dunnichen Angus 49/05
Iron Age excavation assemblage West Grange of  NMS* 117/05
 Conon
BA cemetery assemblage Monifeith Angus 52/06
ARGYLL & BUTE
LBA sword blade Isle of Coll Glasgow 44/05 
BA excavation assemblage An Sithean, Islay Islay 112/05
Medieval bronze cruciﬁx Isle of Mull Glasgow 05/06
Medieval strapend Isle of Mull NMS** 09/06 
Medieval excavation assemblage Iona NMS* 19/06
Neolithic stone axehead Carradale Kilmartin 38/06 
Medieval stirrup ring Isle of Mull NMS** 49/06
 Findspot Allocation TT. no
CLACKMANNANSHIRE 
16th-century gold ring Kennet Alloa 48/06  
  
DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY  
BA penannular gold ring Dumfries Dumfries 57/05
Prehistoric excavation assemblage Gretna Annan 88/05
Roman and later ﬁnds Kirkton Dumfries 104/05 
MBA ﬂanged axehead Gretna Dumfries 28/06 
16 medieval and later ﬁnds Kilncroft Dumfries 30/06
Medieval/later stone cresset Shawhead Dumfries 34/06 
Medieval silver brooch Dalry Dumfries 39/06
Post-medieval excavation assemblage Boyken Burn Annan 40/06
CITY OF DUNDEE
15 Russian lead seals Broughty Ferry Dundee 65/05 
EAST AYRSHIRE
Medieval/later excavation assemblage Galston NMS** 97/05
Prehistoric excavation assemblage Darvel Glasgow 98/05
EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Roman sestertius Bearsden NMS* 47/05
EAST LOTHIAN
15th-century silver-gilt ﬁgurine  Aberlady East Lothian 51/05 
Medieval excavation assemblage Coulston NMS* 119/05 
Medieval silver ring Innerwick East Lothian 32/06
Medieval pewter brooch Seton Sands East Lothian 55/06
EAST RENFREWSHIRE
Second World War excavation  Newton Mearns Glasgow 93/05
assemblage 
Medieval/ later excavation assemblage Neilston Church NMS** 95/05
EDINBURGH CITY
Multi-period excavation assemblage Holyrood  Edinburgh 71/05
Multi-period excavation assemblage South Gyle Edinburgh 74/05
Roman pottery jar Cramond Edinburgh 106/05
FALKIRK
Medieval gold brooch Carriden NMS** 02/06 
FIFE
Medieval silver ring Culross NMS** 50/05
BA metalworking hammer Newburgh E Fife 58/05
Multi-period excavation assemblage Isle of May NMS** 72/05
Medieval excavation assemblage St Andrews NMS** 80/05
BA excavation assemblage Wormit NMS** 81/05
Medieval excavation assemblage Dunfermline NMS** 86/05
Roman trumpet brooch Dunfermline NMS** 103/05 
Prehistoric/ later ﬁeldwalking ﬁnds Tenstmuir E Fife 105/05 
Neolithic stone axehead Auchtermuchty E Fife 03/06 
37 medieval and later ﬁnds Crail E Fife 35/06 
Romanesque strapend Culross NMS** 54/06
CITY OF GLASGOW
Gold lion coin of Robert III Erskine Bridge Hunterian 69/05
19th-century pottery assemblage Glasgow Glasgow 84/05
19th-century pottery assemblage Glasgow Glasgow 91/05
19th-century pottery assemblage Glasgow Glasgow 92/05
19th-century pottery assemblage Verreville  Glasgow 114/05
 Pottery 
